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Purpose 
 

1. The purpose of this report is to update the Council, Cabinet and in particular the cabinet member 

for Retail and Visitor Economy – Councillor Nick Robins - with the results of the consultation that 

has been undertaken with various stakeholders on the proposal to extend the duration of the Mid 

Lent Fair in Stamford. This consultation has been undertaken in response to a request made by the 

Showmen’s Guild of Great Britain - the Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire, Mid and South Lincolnshire 

section. If the proposal to extend the duration of the fair is approved, the Mid Lent Fair would 

increase from six days to seven in Stamford. 

Objectives 

2. The objectives of the consultation to ascertain the degree of support for this proposal were 

identified as follows: 

 To communicate the change that would happen if the proposal was approved to three main 

groups of stakeholders –local residents, local businesses, those who operate by licence in 

this area (taxi drivers) and statutory stakeholders. 

 To find out if stakeholders agree or disagree with the proposal to extend the duration of the 

Mid Lent Fair in Stamford by one day 

 To ascertain if there are any issues specific to those living/ running businesses in the areas 

identified as being most affected by the proposed extension 

 To establish what statutory agencies think of the proposal 

 To find out what other stakeholders (other local businesses and residents not directly 

affected by the road closure order) think to the proposal 

Methodology 
 

3. A survey was prepared that was structured around these objectives. Around 250 local residents and 

businesses and 90 taxi drivers were contacted - a copy of the letter and the survey along with a pre-

paid envelope were sent to properties affected by the road closure and hackney carriage licence 

holders registered in Stamford. Those contacted were given the choice to either complete a copy of 

the printed survey or take part via a web link to an electronic version.  

4.  The consultation was promoted to other residents and businesses not thought to be directly 

affected by the proposal via social media channels and also in the local media.   Stakeholders were 

directed to a dedicated page on the council’s website where they could respond via a web link or 

alternatively were directed to the communications team if they needed a printed version.   

5. Statutory stakeholders including Lincolnshire Police, Lincolnshire Fire and Rescue and Lincolnshire 

County Council were contacted directly by the markets and events supervisor. Stamford Town 

Council was also contacted. 

6. The consultation ran for four weeks from 23 July 2018 to 24 August 2018. Around three quarters of 

responses (166 or 73.8%) were collected on-line via an electronic link.  225 responses were received 

in total. 
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Detail 

7. To help the council understand the degree of support or otherwise for the proposal to extend the 

duration of the Mid Lent Fair in Stamford, the consultation officer was asked to draw up plans to 

consult with local residents and businesses and other stakeholders. 

8. To this end 250 local residents and businesses were contacted directly, along with 90 taxi drivers. 

The survey, along with a letter and a pre-paid envelope, were hand delivered to properties on a 

number of streets affected by the road closure order. This included residential and business 

properties in Broad Street, Red Lion Square, Bath Row and Warrenne Keep.  

9. The letter set out why the council is exploring the possibility of extending the duration of the Mid 

Lent Fair in Stamford.  

10. The survey was structured around the main premise of the consultation – a proposal to extend the 

duration of the Mid Lent fair in Stamford. It included questions designed to capture and/ or 

measure: 

 The degree of support for the proposal 

 Whether the proposal to extend the duration of the fair would affect them or not 

 Whether they were a local resident, a business or a hackney carriage licence holder 

 Where they live 

 If they had any queries 

11. The consultation closed on 24th August 2018. 225 responses were received, of which 166 were via 

the link and 59 were hard copies which were input manually. 

 

The results  

Supporting or objecting to the proposal to extend the duration of the Mid Lent Fair  

12.  The first question local residents and businesses were asked was if they support or object to the 

proposal to extend the duration of the Mid Lent fair in Stamford from six days to seven.  This would 

mean that the fair would be open from Saturday 1 April through to Friday 7 April 2019. Just over 

half of respondents (53.4%) objected to this proposal, with around 40% in favour, as shown below: 

 

To help us determine the level of support that may or may not exist in the 
local community, we would like to know if you support or object to the 
proposal to extend the Mid Lent Fair in Stamford from six days to seven?  

Number % 

I support this proposal 90 40.3 

I object to this proposal 119 53.4 

I’m not sure if I support or object to this proposal 14 6.3 

Total 223 100.0 
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13. Cross tabulating these responses against stakeholder type (local resident, business or hackney 

carriage licence holders) revealed that 53.3% of residents that responded were against extending 

the duration of the fair, with 90 out of 169 choosing to object. 

5 businesses were in favour of extending the duration of the fair. The majority of businesses were 

against the proposal, with 22 choosing to object.  

 

 

 

14. Respondents were then asked to detail why they supported or objected to the proposal. An 

analysis of responses to this question revealed the following themes: 

 Reasons for supporting the proposal included its good for the town, it gives people more 

choice about when they go, it’s a tradition 

 Reasons for objecting to the proposal included the impact on parking, the effect on trade, the 

disruption it causes and the impact it will have on those who attend church on the Sunday 

morning 

 

The number of times each of these was mentioned, along with other key words has been collated and 

is illustrated in the word cloud below: 

 

 

 

Both residents and businesses objected to the proposal. The proportion of businesses objecting to 

the proposal was greater than the proportion of residents objecting.  
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The effect that extending the duration of the fair might have 

 

15. Respondents were then asked if extending the duration of the fair would affect them or their 

business directly. Just over a third (36.8%) of respondents thought that it would, with just over 

half (56.4%) stating that it wouldn’t. Of the 81 respondents that answered yes to this question, 21 

were local businesses, 53 were local residents and 1 was a hackney carriage licence holder.  

When asked to describe how they might be affected by an extension, a quick analysis revealed that 
the majority of comments were about the impact it would have on the number of parking spaces 
that are available, the effect it would have on trade, problems with access for those living and or 
working in the areas adjacent to the fair, and the noise that the fair generates. Those representing 
churches were also worried about the impact of extending the fair to include a Sunday would have 
on their parishioners. The theatre also mentioned a set of specific problems that they would have 
because they have already booked a show for the Sunday in question.   
 
 
 

Stakeholder Information 

 
16. The majority of responses were received from local residents (84.2%) and businesses (15.3%)  as 

illustrated below:  

 

 

 

 

171, 77%

31, 14%

1, 1%
18, 
8%

Stakeholder Type

Local resident local business  hackney carriage licence holder other

The majority of responses were received from local residents, with local businesses providing the 

next largest stakeholder category. An analysis of those who chose the “other” category revealed 

that they chose this category because they were both residents and local businesses. Responses 

were also received from Stamford Civic Society, visitors to the town and individuals representing 

churches. 
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17. To help the council understand how the proposal might affect local people and businesses 

directly, depending on where they live or work, respondents were asked to supply the first few 

digits of their postcode. Most respondents were from the centre and outskirts of Stamford as 

illustrated below: 

 
no % 

LE5 0 1 0.5 

NG31 1 0.5 

NG32 3 1 0.5 

NG33 1 0.5 

NN26 1 0.5 

PE1 1 0.5 

PE6 1 0.5 

PE7 1 0.5 

PE8 1 0.5 

PE9 7 3.5 

PE9 1 63 31.7 

PE9 2 101 50.8 

PE9 3 4 2.0 

PE9 4 13 6.5 

PE10 2 1.0  
199 100.0 

 

Other comments 
 

18. An analysis of the free text responses to the question asking if respondents would like to comment 

on anything else revealed a number of common themes. These included: 

 Queries about parking 

 Who benefits from extending the fair 

 The charter 

 Street cleaning and litter collection 

Statutory Consultees 
 

19. Statutory stakeholders were contacted directly by the Markets and Events Supervisor. The 

feedback from Lincolnshire County Council Highways was as follows: 

"Lincolnshire County Council would like to object to South Kesteven District Council’s proposal to 

extend the length of the Charter Fun Fairs in Stamford and Grantham.   

This objection is based on the grounds of:  
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1. Protecting the highway asset; 
2. Upholding the right of free passage to all road users, both locally and those travellers from 

outside the area 
 

When reaching this conclusion we took into account the views of the locally elected 

member/Executive Councillor for Highways, to ascertain if there is likely to be local assent to the 

proposals.  It was their opinion that on a local level there would be no support for extending the 

length of the Charter Fairs due to the additional disruption it would cause to the highway network 

and to members of the travelling public." 

The local policing team inspector for Stamford’s comment was as follows:  

Looking at the Stamford proposal the only concern is the closure effect for the Monday 8th April to 

ensure that it is lifted at 6am, to ensure vehicle flow through the town. From a crime and disorder 

perspective, there is very little ASB or crime that takes place throughout the fair period currently, 

and there is no Police Officer presence assigned for it. PCSOs do pay passing attention throughout 

the evening, but this will also depend on when school holidays fall and if there is an overlap with 

these and the volume of people who may be present. From a licensing perspective of the 

establishments that are here, there are no issues I can recall of people who are causing problems 

from intoxication or disorder, and the extra day being a Sunday (there is already a Saturday 

involved) should not add to the issues based on knowledge of the current public order situation. 

No feedback was received from Lincolnshire Fire and Rescue. 

Conclusion 
20. The purpose of this consultation was to establish if the proposal to extend the Mid Lent Fair in 

Stamford from six days to seven would be supported by local people and businesses. Those who 

live or work in the area affected by the road closure order were contacted directly, with others 

made aware of the opportunity to participate through local media. 

21. Just over half of respondents, along with LCC, did not support the proposal to extend the Mid Lent 

Fair in Stamford. The main reasons for this were because of the impact it would have on parking, 

the disruption it causes in the town and the effect it has on trade. 

22. The feedback contained within this report should be used to inform the decision the Council 

makes in respect of this proposal. When the decision has been made the Showmen’s Guild of 

Great Britain (the Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire, Mid and South Lincolnshire section), Lincolnshire 

County Council and Lincolnshire Police should also be informed. 

 

Prepared by Deb Wyles 

Communication and consultation 

19 September 2018 
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